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Germany had received with submission, not un-
mingled with pride, the holy German Pope. The Ger-
man clergy, on the whole, stood higher than that of
any other part of Latin Christendom. The religious
character of the reigning Emperor, Henry III., had
maintained at least superior decency of manners; he
had discouraged simony, and advanced the more reli-
gious of the clergy. But when the austere Pope pro-
Leo ix in posed to pass into France, to visit Eheims, the
France- king and the clergy heard with equal dismay
of the unwelcome design. In France, with the exception
of some exemplary prelates, the hierarchy were more
feudal in their tenures and in their habits: the benefices
had fallen into the hands of warlike nobles, more
secular than ecclesiastic in their lives; they were ob-
tained by more questionable means, devoted far less
exclusively to religious purposes. The king, no doubt,
at the suggestion of his clergy, excused himself from
this unwonted visitation, on the plea that his bishops
and abbots, with the rest of his feudal array, had been
summoned to attend his banner against the hostile
jNformans.

The courteous pertinacity of the Pope would not
admit the excuse. As Bishop of Toul he had pledged
himself to be present at the consecration of the new and
splendid church at Eheims, and the removal of the
remains of the holy St. Eemi; as Pope he was bound to
fulfil his pious engagement. St. Eemi was the popular
saint of France, equal to St. Martin of Tours, superior
to that host of saints which had been canonised by the
early zeal of the Franks during the reigns of the Mero-

liquor was spilled. The authority for
thi* was Hugo, Archbishop of Besan<?on,
an eye-witness, who piously stole the cup

from the Pope " devoto furto." Wibert,
ii. 6. It is related in a Papal diploma,
and was avouched by Gregory VFL